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wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƻǊȅ .ǊŀƴŎƘ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ 
¢ƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƻǊȅ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀ 
ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜǎŜȄ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ муто ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƻ 
.ŜŘŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘΦ Lƴ мутфΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ нΦр ƳƛƭŜǎ ǿŜǎǘ ǘƻ 9ƭƳ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻƴŎƻǊŘ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƻǊȅ όƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǧǎ 
/ƻǊǊŜŎǝƻƴŀƭ Lƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅύΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǌŀƛƭ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǘ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ WǳƴŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŀƛƴŜ 
wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ муутΦ  tŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ . ϧ a wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǳƴǝƭ мфнс ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǳƴǝƭ мфсн ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ǿŀǎ 
ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ-ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ōȅ 
/ƻƴŎƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ .ŜŘŦƻǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜΦ  hƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ-ŀǎ-ŀƴ-ŀǊǊƻǿ ƎǊŀŘŜŘ ǇŀǘƘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǝŜ ƻǊ 
ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳǇǘ ƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ 
ǎǘŜŀƳ-ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǇŀǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ {ǳŘōǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ !ǎǎŀōŜǘ wƛǾŜǊǎ ƴƻ 
ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘΤ ǘƘŜ {ǳŘōǳǊȅ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
мфоу ƘǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭ ōŜŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
!ǎǎŀōŜǘ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻǾŜǊƎǊƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŀǎǎŀōƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ǘǊŀƛƭ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ 
ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ 

[ƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎŜǎǎ 
¢ƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭ ōŜŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǿŜƭƭ wƻŀŘ ƛƴ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ ǘƻ 
wƻǳǘŜ сн ƛƴ .ŜŘŦƻǊŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΦ 
!ŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƴŜŀǊ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ [ƻǿŜƭƭ wƻŀŘ 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ YŜȅŜǎ wƻŀŘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ 
[ǳƳōŜǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ 
aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ ŜƴǘǊȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ 
DǊŜŀǘ aŜŀŘƻǿǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ wŜŦǳƎŜ  όDab²wύ 
ƻũ aƻƴǎŜƴ wƻŀŘΦ   

Lƴ .ŜŘŦƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ wƻǳǘŜ сн ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
.ŜŘŦƻǊŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ όнлп /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ wƻŀŘύΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ όōŜƘƛƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘ Ǌŀƛƭύ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ōŜŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ŀ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ŀ 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ wƻǳǘŜ снΦ 

!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ōŜŘ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳŘōǳǊȅ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ /ƻƴƅǳŜƴŎŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ DǳƛŘŜΦ 

5ƻƎ hǿƴŜǊǎΥ YŜŜǇ ŘƻƎǎ ƭŜŀǎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǝƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴ 
{ƭŜŜǇȅ Iƻƭƭƻǿ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ 
ǝƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ȅŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ Řǳǘȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƻǿƴǎΣ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƻǊ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ŀ ŘƻƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŦŜŎŜǎ ƭŜƊ 
ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŘƻƎΦ  

 Town of Concord 
 

Chronology of  

Reformatory Branch   

 

1872 ð The Boston & Lowell Railroad creates 
a subsidiary corporation, the 
Middlesex Central Railroad, for the 
purpose of extending its Lexington 
Branch eight miles further west 
through Bedford to Concord Center.  

1873 ð The Middlesex Central Railroad 
opens its new extension to Bedford 
and Concord Center.  

1879 ð The Middlesex Central Railroad 
opens another extension of its branch 
line 2.5 miles further west to Elm 
Street across from the Concord 
Prison. 

1887 ð The Boston & Lowell Railroad is 
absorbed by the Boston & Maine 
Railroad.  

1926 ð The Boston & Maine Railroad ends 
passenger service on the Reformatory 
Branch.  

1927 ð The Boston & Maine Railroad 
abandons the 2.5 mile section 
between Concord Station and 
Reformatory Station on Elm Street.   

1962 ð The Boston & Maine Railroad 
abandons the Reformatory Branch 
between Bedford and Concord 
Center.  Concord  purchased the 
section adjacent to the Great 
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge 
to be maintained as a buffer or 
protection strip and be used as a path 
overlooking the marsh.  

Locomotive at Monument Street, 1951                 
       Photo by S. K. Bolton, Jr. 

Collection of George M. Dimon  

tǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ нлнм 




